Development wheel charts care for parents

By Laura Marcus, Nursery World, 18 November 2009 


Harrow's Birth to Five wheel

Parents are being guided through the different stages of a child's development with the help of a printed device designed by early years practitioners for a London local authority.
The Birth to Five Wheel, from Harrow council, is themed around keeping a young child healthy and safe. The centre rivet in the wheel allows the parent or carer to twist it around to the age bracket they are interested in. This contains advice like 'Play with me outside each day' and milestones such as 'Use trial and error and start to say "no" often', for two-year-olds.

The wheels have proved popular in Harrow children's centres and as word has spread, other local authorities have ordered copies of the wheel with their own details printed on the back.

As well as Harrow, authorities in Rutland, Lancashire and North Yorkshire have all distributed them around parts of their early years settings or children's centres so far. 

Wendy Beeton, head of Early Years, Childcare and Extended Services at Harrow council, said, 'Having developed these wheels, it's great that we can now share our work with other authorities who might be considering similar projects. The beauty for other authorities or children's centres is that everything has been done and these wheels can be produced immediately, saving on the time and costs associated with a project such as this.

'The positive feedback we have had has been brilliant and I think that's because these wheels are a bit different and are so easy to use.'

Two new development wheels have now been published, one covering children aged five to 12 years and another covering teenagers.

· Further information: E-mail: information@earlyyearsandchildcarepublications.org
            Website – www.earlyyearsandchildcarepublications.org 

